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The days when Russia was considered a military thye
China have passed, and the idea of Russian troops occupy
Manchuria, as they did 1945, is inconceivable, althngh 5
do keep a wary eye on each other in places each woulq Tike ¢
be the dominant power, such as Kazakhstan, Howaver,

(e

are not in competition for the ideological leagiership of glohg CHAPTER 2

Communism and this has freed each side to CoOperate at--
military level where their interests coincide. What seemg
an odd example came in May 2015 when they conducted jg ,,-_-;
military live fire exercises in the Mediterranean. Beijing’s pyg ;,‘
into a sea 9,000 miles from home was part of its attempt : CHIN A
extend its naval reach around the globe, while Moscow has
designs on the gas fields found in the Mediterranean, is court.

ing Greece, and wants to protect its small naval port on the
Syrian coast. In addition, both sides are quite happy to annay
the NATO powers in the region, including the American
6th Fleet based in Naples.

At home, Russia is facing many challenges, not least of

‘China is a civilisation pretending to he a nation.

Lucian Pye, political scientist

which is demographic. The sharp decline in population growth
may have been arrested, but it remains a problem. The average
lifespan for a Russian man is below sixty-five, ranking Russia
in the bottom half of the world’s 193 UN member states, and
there are now only 144 million Russians (excluding Crimea),

From the Grand Principality of Muscovy, through Peter the
Great, Stalin and now Putin, each Russian leader has been con-
fronted by the same problems. It doesn’t matter if the ideology
of those in control is tsarist, Communist or crony capitalist —
the ports still freeze, and the North European Plain is still flat,

Strip out the lines of nation states, and the map Ivan the
Terrible confronted is the same one Vladimir Putin is faced
with to this day.
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ade goods, but its navy did not seek territory beyond its
and the difficulty of patrolling the great sea lanes of the
Atlantic and Indian Oceans was not worth the effort. It

N OCTOBER 2006, A US NAVAL SUPERCARRIER GROUP g
by the 1,000-foot USS Kitty Hawk was confidently gas
ing through the East China Sea between southern Japan ang
Taiwan, minding everyone’s business, when, without wa always a land power, with a lot of land and a lot of people
ow nearly 1.4 billion.
' he concept of China as an inhabited entity began almost

00 years ago. The birthplace of Chinese civilisation is the

a Chinese navy submarine surfaced in the middle of the ,

An American aircraft carrier of that size is surrounded
by about twelve other warships, with air covtr above and g
marine cover below. The Chinese vessel, a Song-class g ack son known as the North China Plain, which the Chinese
submarine, may well be very quiet when running on elec-
power but, still, this was the equivalent to Pepsi-Cola’s ma

to as the Central Plain. A large, low-lying tract of nearly
00 square miles, it is situated below Inner Mongolia,
ment popping up in a Coca-Cola board meeting after liste of Manchuria, in and around the Yellow River Basin
under the table for half an hour.

The Americans were amazed and angry in equal measure

d down past the Yangtze River, which both run west to
it. It is now one of the most densely populated areas in
Amazed because they had no idea a Chinese sub could do hat s world.

without being noticed, angry because they hadn’t noticed and The Yellow River basin is subject to frequent and devas-
because they regarded the move as provocative, especially ag '
the sub was within torpedo range of the Kitty Hawk itself.
They protested, perhaps too much, and the Chinese said: ‘O

What a coincidence, us surfacing in the middle of your battle.

floods, earning the river the unenviable sobriquet of
ge of the Sons of Han’ The industrialisation of the region
in earnest in the 1950s and has been rapidly accelerating
1 the last three decades. The terribly polluted river is now so
group which is off our coast, we had no idea’

This was twenty-first-century reverse gunboat diplomacy;
whereas the British used to heave a man-of-war off the coa
of some minor power to signal intent, the Chinese hove into

pgged with toxic waste that it sometimes struggles even to
ach the sea. Nevertheless the Yellow River is to China what
he Nile is to Egypt - the cradle of its civilisation, where its
seople learnt to farm, to make paper and gunpowder.

To the north of this proto-China were the harsh lands of
je Gobi Desert in what is now Mongolia. To the west the land
fadually rises until it becomes the Tibetan Plateau, reaching

view off their own coast with a clear message: ‘We are now
a maritime power, this is our time, and this is our sea’ Ith
taken 4,000 years, but the Chinese are coming to a port — and
a shipping lane - near you. the Himalayas. To the south-east and south lies the sea.

- The heartland, as the North China Plain is known, was

id is a large, fertile plain with two main rivers and a cli-

Until now China has never been a naval power - with
its large land mass, multiple borders and short sea routes 0
trading partners, it had no need to be, and it was rarely i te that allows rice and soy beans to be harvested twice a

logically expansive. Its merchants have long sailed the oceans 800 (double-cropping), which encouraged rapid population




36 PRISONERS OF GEOGRAPHY

growth. By 1500 scE in this heartland, out of hundredg o¢
city-states, many warring with each other, emergeq the/al
version of a Chinese state - the Shang dynasty, This i y
what became known as the Han people emerged, Drotecting
heartland and creating a buffer zone around them,
The Han now make up over 90 per cent of Ching’s
lation and they dominate Chinese politics and business, 4
are differentiated by Mandarin, Cantonese and many
regional languages, but united by ethnicity and at a polit
level by the geopolitical impulsion to protect the heartlan
Mandarin, which originated in the northern part of the
is by far the dominant language and is the medium of
ernment, national state television and education. Manda ' !
similar to Cantonese and many other languages when wri L-:
but very different when spoken. -

The heartland is the political, cultural, demograp_

and - crucially - the agricultural centre of gravity. About

billion people live in this part of China, despite it being jus
half the size of the United States, which has a population 0
322 million. Because the terrain of the heartland lent itself §

settlement and an agrarian lifestyle, the early dynasties felt
threatened by the non-Han regions which surrounded them,
especially Mongolia with its nomadic bands of violent Warriors,

China chose the same strategy as Russia: attack as defence,
leading to power. As we shall see, there were natural barriers
which - if the Han could reach them and establish control =
would protect them. It was a struggle over millennia, only fully

realised with the annexation of Tibet in 1951.

By the time of the famous Chinese philosopher Confucius
(551-479 BcE) there was a strong feeling of Chinese identity
and of a divide between civilised China and the ‘harbarous’
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o surrounded it. This was a sense of ideatity
whicC

. illi so people.
Slxty;l::;) 1111;(; expinjed towards, but not reached,
E -BCE th-west, north to the grasslands of Central Asia
‘ P So; way d;wn to the South China Sea. The Great
: ta: the Long Wall in China) had been ﬁrlst built
10in dynasty (221-207 BCE), and on the map.Chma was
1 ‘ s to take on what we now recognise as its modern
‘ -ould be more than 2,000 years before today’s borders
ed, however. o
e;n 605 and 609 ce the Grand Canal, centuries in
, king and today the world’s longest man-m;llde water-
extended and finally linked the Yellow River to the
o, The Sui dynasty (581-618 ce) had harnessed the

mbers of workers under its control and used them to

"? existing natural tributaries into a navigable water-
between the two great rivers. This tied the northern and
{ :-,.. Han to each other more closely than ever before. It
::-z.* several million slaves five years to do the work, but the
acient problem of how to move supplies south to nor%h had
..--. solved — but not the problem which exists to this day,
that of flooding. .

The Han still warred with each other, but increasingly
Jess so, and by the early eleventh century cE they were forced
concentrate their attention on the waves of Mongols pour-
s down from the north. The Mongols defeated whichever
asty, north or south, they came up against and by 1279
eir leader Kublai Khan became the first foreigner to rule all
“of the country as Emperor of the Mongol (Yuan) dynasty. It\
‘would be almost ninety years before the Han took charge of

their own affairs with the establishment of the Ming dynasty.
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By now there was increasing contact with traders an.
emissaries from the emerging nation states of Europe, such ¥
Spain and Portugal. The Chinese leaders were against any sop
of permanent European presence, but increasingly opened yn

day that when China opens up, the coastland regions Prosn
but the inland areas are neglected. The proéperity engend

added to the massive influx of people into urban areas and

accentuated regional differences.

In the eighteenth century China reached into parts of
Burma and Indo-China to the south, and Xinjiang in ﬂle
north-west was conquered, becoming the country’s biggest;
province. An area of rugged mountains and vast desert basins,
Xinjiang is 642,820 square miles, twice the size of Texas or,

to put it another way, you could fit the UK, France, Germany,
Austria, Switzerland, the Netherlands and Belgium into it and
still have room for Luxembourg. And Liechtenstein.

But, in adding to its size, China also added to its prob-

lems. Xinjiang, a region populated by Muslims, was a perennial
source of instability, indeed insurrection, as were other regions;
but for the Han the buffer was worth the trouble, even more so

after the fate which befell the country in the nineteenth and

twentieth centuries with the coming of the Europeans.

The imperial powers arrived, the British among them, and
carved the country up into spheres of influence. It was, and is,
the greatest humiliation the Chinese suffered since the Mongol
invasions. This is a narrative the Communist Party uses fre-
quently; it is in part true, but it is also useful to cover up the
Party’s own failures and repressive policies.
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\Later the Japanese — expanding their territory as an emerg-
world power - invaded, attacking first in 1932 and then
hinin 1937, after which they occupied most of the heartland
: sell as Manchuria and Inner Mongolia. Japan’s uncondi-
.1 surrender to the Americans at the end of the Second
orld War in 1945 led to the withdrawal of Japanese troops,
- gh in Manchuria they were replaced by the advancing
viet army, which then withdrew in 1946.

4 A few outside observers thought the post-war years might
liberal demtocracy to China. It was wishful thinking akin
he naive nonsense Westerners wrote during the early days
£the recent ‘Arab Spring’, which, as with China, was based on
k of understanding of the internal dynamics of the people,
wolitics and geography of the region.

b Instead, nationalist forces under Chiang Kai-shek and
Jommunist armies under Mao Zedong battled for supremacy
til 1949, when the Communists emerged victorious and
the Nationalists withdrew to Taiwan. That same year Radio
ing announced: ‘The People’s Liberation Army must liber-
ate all Chinese territories, including Tibet, Xinjiang, Hainan
and Taiwan!

 Mao centralised power to an extent never seen in previous
Iiﬂynasties. He blocked Russian influence in Inner Mongolia
“and extended Beijing’s influence into Mongolia. In 1951 China
- completed its annexation of Tibet (another vast non-Han
~ ferritory), and by then Chinese school textbook maps were
beginning to depict China as stretching even into the Central
~ Asian republics. The country had been put back together; Mao
would spend the rest of his life ensuring it stayed that way and
‘eonsolidating Communist Party control in every facet of life,
DUt turning away from much of the outside world. The country
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remained desperately poor, especially away from the ¢oget ’ a attempts to hoover up Mongolia’s natural resources,
areas, but unified. ]

4 marily minerals. This will bring with it increased migration
Mao’s successors tried to turn his Long March to viggg

: :;«- Han into Mongolia.
into an economic march towards prosperity. In the early 19g ‘Next door, to the east, is China’s border with Russia, which
the Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping coined the term ‘Socialig ) !

with Chinese Characteristics’, which appears to trapg ‘;‘

as ‘“Total control for the Communist Party in a Capitalig

s all the way to the Pacific Ocean - or at least the Sea of
1 subdivision of it. Above this is the mountainous Russian
ast, a huge, inhospitable territory with a tiny popula-
. Below it is Manchuria, which the Russians would have

Economy’. China was becoming a major trading power ang
sush through if they wanted to reach the Chinese heartland.

a rising military giant. By the end of the 1990s it had recoy
ered from the shock of the Tiananmen Square massacre of
1989, regained Hong Kong and Macau from the British
Portuguese respectively, and could look around its ..
assess its security and plan ahead for its great move out ing
the world.

If we look at China’s modern borders we see a great power
now confident that it is secured by its geographical features) g Russian Pacific port of Vladivostok, but there are few rea-
which lend themselves to effective defence and trade, 5, and no current intentions, to so do. Indeed, the recent

_jpopulation of Manchuria is 100 million and growing; in
trast, the Russian Far East has fewer than seven million
ople and no indications of population growth. Large-scale
ation south to north can be expected, which will in turn
AChina more leverage in its relations with Russia. From
military perspective the best place to cross would be near

China the points of the compass are always listed in the order ern sanctions against Russia due to the crisis in Ukraine

east-south-west-north, but let’s start in the north and move driven Russia into massive economic deals with China
clockwise. ; iterms which help keep Russia afloat, but are favourable to

In the north we see the 2,906-mile-long border with
Mongolia. Straddling this border is the Gobi Desert. Nomadig
warriors from ancient times might have been able to attack
south across it, but a modern army would be spotted mass
there weeks before it was ready to advance, and it would need
incredibly long supply lines running across inhospitable terrain
before it got into Inner Mongolia (part of China) and close to
the heartland. There are few roads fit to move heavy armous,
and few habitable areas. The Gobi Desert is a massive early

warning system-cum-defensive line. Any Chinese expans

e Chinese. Russia is the junior partner in this relationship.
' Below the Russian Far East, along the coast, are China’s
ow, East China and South China seas which lead to the
fic and Indian Oceans, have many good harbours and have
ays been used for trade. But across the waves lie several
and-sized problems - one shaped like Japan, which we shall
0me to shortly.

* Continuing clockwise, we come to the next land borders:
tnam, Laos and Burma. Vietnam is an irritation for China.
IEcenturies the two have squabbled over territory, and unfor-

northward will come not via the military, but from trade de : ately for both this is the one area to the south which has
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a border an army can get across without too much trgn
— which partially explains the 1,000-year domination and gee
pation of Vietnam by China from 111 sce to 938 cg and t}
brief cross-border war of 1979. However, as China’s mili..
prowess grows, Vietnam will be less inclined to get drawn
a shooting match and will either cosy up even closer tq ¢
Americans for protection or quietly begin :shlftmg diplomg o
cally to become friends with Beijing. That both countries a
nominally ideologically Communist has little to do with f]
state of their relationship: it is their shared geography (,_""
has defined relations. Viewed from Beijing, Vietnam is o
minor threat and a problem that can be managed.
The border with Laos is hilly jungle terrain, difficult fo
traders to cross - and even more complicated for the milits
As they move clockwise to Burma, the jungle hills n-.i-
mountains until at the western extreme they are approachin
20,000 feet and beginning to merge into the Himalayas.
This brings us to Tibet and its importance to Chin a,
The Himalayas run the length of the Chinese-Indian hord
before descending to become the Karakorum Range bordering
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Tajikistan. This is nature’s version
of a Great Wall of China, or - looking at it from New Delhi’s
side — the Great Wall of India. It cuts the two most populous

countries on the planet off from each other both militarily and
economically.

s large-scale mountain fighting. Nevertheless, the tension
,‘ -present and each side needs to handle the situation
e11ttle trade has moved between China and India over
aturies, and that is unlikely to change soon. Of course
‘porder is really the Tibetan-Indian border - and that is
ely why China has always wanted to control it.
This is the geopolitics of fear. If China did not control
bet, it would always be possible that India might attempt
; jo so. This would give India the commanding heights of
Tibetan Plateau and a base from which to push into the
biece heartland, as well as control of the Tibetan sources of
1 ' e of China’s great rivers, the Yellow, Yangtze and Mek(?ng,
hich is why Tibet is known as ‘China’s Water Tower”. China,
country with approximately the same volume of water usage
-:;-.- he USA, but with a population five times as large, will
ly not allow that. - |
It matters not whether India wants to cut off China’s river
ply, only that it would have the power to do so. For cen-
s China has tried to ensure that it could never happen.
e actor Richard Gere and the Free Tibet movement will
tinue to speak out against the injustices of the occupation,
now settlement, of Tibet by Han Chinese; but in a battle
ween the Dalai Lama, the Tibetan independence movement,
Jollywood stars and the Chinese Communist Pafrty - Wh?ch
They have their disputes: China claims the Indian prov-: the world’s second-largest economy - there is only going
ince of Arunachal Pradesh, India says China is occupying
Aksai Chin; but despite pointing their artillery at each other
high up on this natural wall, both sides have better things
to do than reignite the shooting match which broke out in
1962, when a series of violent border disputes culminated in

be one winner.

-‘ When Westerners, be they Mr Gere or Mr Obama, talk
t Tibet, the Chinese find it deeply irritating. Not danger-
, not subversive — just irritating. They see it not through
prism of human rights, but that of geopolitical security, and
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e true figures are hard to come by: the Free Tibet move-
L iclaims that in the wider cultural Tibetan region Tibetar}s
.W a minority, but the Chinese government says that in
eacial Tibetan Autonomous Region more than 90 per
people are Tibetan. Both sides are exaggerating, but the
ence suggests the government is the one with the greater
! of exaggeration. Its figures do not include Han migrants
e not registered as residents, but the casual observer

» that Han neighbourhoods now dominate the Tibetan

can only believe that the Westerners are trying to underm
their security. However, Chinese security has not been . )
mined and it will not be, even if there are further upri
against the Han. Demographics and geopolitics OPPOSe Tihe
independence. 3

The Chinese are building ‘facts on the ground’ on the
of the world’. In the 1950s the Chinese Conzlmunist Peon],
Army began building roads into Tibet, and since then gy
have helped to bring the modern world to the ancient kingg -' _
but the roads, and now railways, also bring the Han, ] \an areas. )

It was long said to be impossible to build a railway throy | Once, the majority of the population of Manchu‘rla,
] er Mongolia and Xinjiang were ethnically Manchurian,
and Uighur; now all three are majority Han
' ese, or approaching the majority. So it will be with Tibet.
1 is means that resentment of the Han will continue
nifest itself in rioting such as that of 2008, when
inese Tibetan protestors in Lhasa burnt and looted Han

the permafrost, the mountains and the valleys of
Europe’s best engineers, who had cut through the Alps,
it could not be done. As late as 1988 the travel writer p
Theroux wrote in his book Riding the Iron Rooster: “The Ki an
Range is a guarantee that the railway will never get to I
The Kunlun separated Xinjiang province from Tibet, for whig
Theroux gave thanks: “That is probably a good thing. I th
I liked railways until I saw Tibet, and then I realised
liked wilderness much more? But the Chinese built it. Pe
only they could have done. The line into the Tibetan capit: 1
Lhasa, was opened in 2006 by the then Chinese President Hy
Jintao. Now passenger and goods trains arrive from as far aw:

as Shanghai and Beijing, four times a day, every day.

operties, twenty-one people died and hundreds were injured.
he authorities’ crackdown will continue, the Free Tibet move-
will continue, monks will continue to set themselves on
o bring the plight of the Tibetans to the world’s attention
j ind the Han will keep coming.

A- China’s massive population, mostly crammed into the
eartland, is looking for ways to expand. Just as the Americans
ooked west, so do the Chinese, and just as the Iron Horse
pught the European settlers to the lands of the Comanche
ad the Navajo, so the modern Iron Roosters are bringing the
fan to the Tibetans.

" Finally the clock hand moves round past the borders
vith Pakistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan (all mountainous)
efore reaching the border with Kazakhstan, which leads

They bring with them many things, such as consumer goods
from across China, computers, colour televisions and moh
phones. They bring tourists who support the local economy, th
bring modernity to an ancient and impoverished land, a huge
improvement in living standards and healthcare, and they bri
the potential to carry Tibetan goods out to the wider world. B
they have also brought several million Han Chinese settlers.
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back round north to Mongolia. This is the ancient Silk Rgy
the trade land bridge from the Middle Kingdom to the wod
Theoretically it’s a weak spot in China’s defence, a gap begy '
the mountains and desert; but it is far from the hearﬂand,

ich goes straight through Xinjiang and will in turn con-
: down southwards to the massive deep-water port China
silding in Gwadar, Pakistan. In late 2015 China signed a
year lease on the port. This is part of the way in which

Kazakhs are in no position to threaten China, and R helt and the road’ will be connected.

several hundred miles distant. ‘

South-east of this Kazakh border is the resti
‘semi-autonomous’ Chinese province of Xinjiang and its a
Muslim population of the Uighur people, who speak a langya :
related to Turkish. Xinjiang borders eight countries: Ryssia
Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Afgha istan
Pakistan and India.

of the new towns and cities springing up across
ang are overwhelmingly populated by Han Chinese
acted by work in the new factories in which the central
ament invests. A classic example is the city of Shihezi,
miles north-west of the capital, Uriimgi. Of its population
0,000, it is thought that at least 620,000 are Han. Overall,
is reckoned to be 40 per cent Han, at a conservative
There was, is and always will be trouble in Xinjiang, 'h "a ate — and even Uriimgi itself may now be majority Han,
Uighurs have twice declared an independent state of ‘Eag
Turkestan’, in the 1930s and 1940s. They watched the collap
of the Russian Empire result in their former Soviet neighhb »::;-'
in the ‘Stans’ becoming sovereign states, were inspired by the

hough official figures are difficult to obtain and not always
iable due to their political sensitivity.

‘There is a ‘World Uighur Congress’ based in Germany,
| the ‘East Turkestan Liberation Movement’ set up in
Tibetan independence movement, and many are now agaj igkey; but Uighur separatists lack a Dalai Lama-type figure
calling to break away from China. on whom foreign media can fix, and their cause is almost
Inter-ethnic rioting erupted in 2009, leading to ove

200 deaths. Beijing responded in three ways: it ruthles I

known around the world. China tries to keep it that way,
suring it stays on good terms with as many border countries
suppressed dissent, it poured money into the region, and it cof possible in order to prevent any organised independence
tinued to pour in Han Chinese workers. For China, Xinjiang ovement from having supply lines or somewhere to which
d fall back. Beijing also paints separatists as Islamist

torists. Al Qaeda and other groups, which have a foothold

is too strategically important to allow an independence move
ment to get off the ground: it not only borders eight countries
thus buffering the heartland, but it also has oil, and is home#
China’s nuclear weapons testing sites. The territory is also ke
to the Chinese economic strategy of ‘One Belt, One Road’ Th
road is, oddly enough, a sea route — the creation of an ocean
going highway for goods; the belt is the ‘Silk Road Econo.
Belt’ - a land-based route formed from the old Silk Rouf

aces like Tajikistan, are indeed attempting to forge links
th the Uighur separatists, but the movement is nationalist
i8¢, Islamic second. However, gun, bomb and knife attacks in
gion against state and/or Han targets over the past few
1S do look as if they will continue, and could escalate into
fullblown uprising.
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.+ Zhou Enlai’s much-quoted answer to Richard Nixon’s

In early 2016, local government officials said .
3 “What is the impact of the French Revolution?’, to
o1

de-radicalisation effort had ‘markedly weakened’ the H_' |

: . . - ied ‘Tt tell? Sad]
Islamist movement. However, given that the Turklsh ,the prime minister replied ‘It’s too soon to te y

lecture
said it had arrested 324 suspected jihadists from ij . not forthcoming, but I was treated to a stern lec

route to Syria in 2015, that seems unlikely. ow the full imposition of ‘what you call human rights’

China will not cede this territory and as in Tibet, _._j,- ina would lead to widespread violence and death and was

dow for independence is closing. Both are buffer Zones. ked “Why do you think your values would work in a
, e you don’t understand?’

The deal between the Party leaders and the people has
" for a generation now, ‘We’ll make you better off — you
@ llow our orders. So long as the economy keeps growing,
and bargain may last. If it stops, or goes into reverse,

is off. The current level of demonstrations and anger

a major land trade route, and - crucially - both offey ar]
(albeit with a limited income) for an economy which
keep producing and selling goods if it is to continue to grc
and to prevent mass unemployment. Failure to so do
likely lead to widespread civil disorder, threatening the g h

of the Communist Party and the unity of China. 4

- i i i ament to what
There are similar reasons for the Party’s resistance: inst corruption and inefficiency are test

d happen if the deal breaks.

Another growing problem for the Party is its ability to
d the population. More than 40 per cent of arable land is
either polluted or has thinning topsoil, according to their

democracy and individual rights. If the population were n;_
given a free vote, the unity of the Han might begin to crack gy
more likely, the countryside and urban areas would come §
conflict. That in turn would embolden the people of the huffe

zomes, further weakening China. It is only a century since the nistry of Agriculture.

China is caught in a catch-22. It needs to keep industrial-
ing as it modernises and raises standards of living, but that
process threatens food production. If it cannot solve this

most recent humiliation of the rape of China by foreign powers
for Beijing, unity and economic progress are priorities

ahead of democratic principles.
problem there will be unrest.

There are now around 500 mostly peaceful protests a day
aeross China over a variety of issues. If you introduce mass
un mployment, or mass hunger, that tally will explode in both
mumber and the degree of force used by both sides.

- So, on the economic side China now also has a grand bar-
gain with the world - “We’ll make the stuff for cheap - you
buy it for cheap.

Leave to one side the fact that already labour costs are

The Chinese look at society very differently from the
West. Western thought is infused with the rights of the individ
ual; Chinese thought prizes the collective above the individ
What the West thinks of as the rights of man, the Chinese
leadership thinks of as dangerous theories endangering the
majority, and much of the population accepts that, at the least,
the extended family comes before the individual. i

I once took a Chinese ambassador in London to a high-¢ is

French restaurant in the hope they would repeat Primé
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ie doubtful it will be nuclear powered, and it will

rising in China and it is being rivalled by Thailan | el i
i3

Indonesia, for price if not volume. What would happen:
resources required to make the stuff dried up, if som,
got them first, or if there was a naval blockade of your
- in and out? Well, for that, you'd need a navy. _
The Chinese were great sea voyagers, es?ecially in th
teenth century, when they roamed the Indian Ocean; Adp
Zheng He’s expedition ventured as far as Kenya. Byt ¢
were money-making exercises, not power projections, ang g
were not designed to create forward bases that could be‘
to support military operations,
Having spent 4,000 turbulent years consolidating itg
mass, China is now building a Blue Water navy. A Gr
Water navy patrols its maritime borders, a Blue Water na
patrols the oceans. It will take another thirty years (assum;
economic progression) for China to build naval capacity to ge
iously challenge the most powerful seaborne force the '-
has ever seen - the US navy. But in the medium to short term
as it builds, and trains, and learns, the Chinese navy will b
up against its rivals on the seas; and how those bumps -
managed ~ especially the Sino-American ones - will defir
great power politics in this century.

pab
ore options.
e P;:;: éﬁfn:t? Wilfput more and more v'essels int‘o
their coast, and into the Pacific. Each. time ‘one is
4 there will be less space for the Americans 1r.1 the
The Americans know this, and know- the Chinese
‘g towards a land-based anti-ship missile tsystenll to
reasons why the US navy, or any of its allies, might
sant to think hard about sailing through thfa South
Or indeed, any other ‘China’ sea. China’s ‘mcreas-
distance shore-to-ship artillery ﬁrepowe.r will allow
navy to venture further from its coastline becau?se
) - will become less vital for defence. There was a }‘nnt
September 2015 when the Chinese (lawfully) sailed
els through American territorial waters off th'e co_as‘t
2. That this took place just before Presiderllt Xi's v'1s.1t
..United States was not a coincidence. The Bermg Strait is
kest way for Chinese vessels to reach the Arctic chan,
will see more of them off the Alaskan coast in the
u years. And all the while, the developing Chinese space
: l Wi]lbe watching every move the Americans make, and
The young seamen now training on the second-hand air.
craft carrier China salvaged from a Ukrainian rust yard will
be the ones who, if they make it to the rank of admiral, o
have learnt enough to know how to take a twelve-ship ca
group across the world and back -~ and if necessary fight a wa
along the way. As some of the richer Arab nations came to.
realise, you cannot buy an efficient military off the shelf.
Chinese-built aircraft carrier is now nearing completion,
in early 2016 China announced plans for a third to be ready by

of its allies.
'S0, having gone clockwise around the land borders, we
o )

w look east, south and south-west towards the sea.

tween China and the Pacific is the archipelago that
5 calls the ‘First Island Chain’. There is also the ‘Nine
ine’, more recently turned into ten dashes in 2013 t-o
slude Taiwan, which China says marks its territory. This
te over ownership of more than 200 tiny islands and reefs
-isoning China’s relations with its neighbours. National
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: uld still have
] if they made it they wo
o China. Even !

; gh the Kurl Islands north-east of Hokkaido,
13 TM!!:AN 3 ': gigd 2 b,

] 3 Yong Kong { ! e d by Russia but claimed by Japan ‘

S . SAl _’:mgfs | con tl.'Olle “th China over the uninhablted
o8 F . : W
=" —afi ey e also N dlSp]-Ite . .
s / N - 1ls Senkaku and the Chinese know as Diaoyu,
Paracel AL ﬁl it 5 i t tious Of all ter-
WA s % carborough g flisdiond & L 2 the most conten
; i’ land S bShoaglg 4 + of Taiwan. This 18

i petween the two countries. If, instead, (%hinese
im ough, o indeed set off from, the East C’fnna }Slea
and go in a straight line towards thc.a Pacific, they
kyu Islands, which include Okinawa — upon
th"’ Ryut only a huge American military base, but as
-:)-:I(Iip missiles as the Japanes.e can pile up at t}:
s island. The message from Tokyo is: ‘We know ’you
. there, but don’t mess with us on the way out’ e
other potential flare-up with Japan centre; 0 o
aa Sea’s gas deposits. Beijing has declare an.ﬂn
Identification Zone’ over most of Fhe sea, requ.1 ni
._, before anyone else flies through 1t."I‘he Pn‘nemc:;ll "
4 anese are trying to ignore it, but it will b-ecome ah. !
a time of their choosing or due to an accident whic
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The South China Sea is a hotly contested area between China an
neighbours, leading to disputes over ownershi

p of islands, natura]
resources and control of the seas and shippin

g lanes.

pride means China wants to control the passageways throug

the Chain; geopolitics dictates it has to. It provides ace

the world’s most important shipping lanes in the South Chi

Sea. In peacetime the route is open in various places, but§
wartime they could very easily be blocked, thus blockadis

China. All great nations spend peacetime preparing for the
day war breaks out.

anaged. . .
¥ slow Okinawa is Taiwan, which sits off heliEee osy

4 separates the East China Sea from the Sou.th China .Se:jl.
ina claims Taiwan as its twenty-third provtmce, but it 1;
rrently an American ally with a navy and wit force arn;f;n
teeth by Washington. It came under Chinese con.tro .
enteenth century but has only been ruled by China fo
je years in the last century (from 1945 .to 1949_). i
. “Tajwan’s official name is the Republic of Ch.ma (R« ’
rentiate it from the People’s Republic of Cl-nna, although
oth sides believe they should have jurisdiction over bot

Free access to the Pacific is firstly hindered by Japan,
Chinese vessels emerging from the Yellow Sea and rounding th
Korean Peninsula would have to go through the Sea of Japan
and up through La Perouse Strait above Hokkaido and into the
Pacific. Much of this is Japanese or Russian territorial waters

and at a time of great tension, or even hostilities, would be
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territories. This is a name Beijing can live with as it does no¢ ships and the build-up of a navy are part of a long-term plan

state that Taiwan is a separate state. The Americans are Com‘ o weaken American resolve to defend an island 140 miles off
l coast of mainland China, but 6,400 miles from the west
coast of the USA.

. From the South China Sea Chinese ships would still have

problems, whether they headed towards the Pacific or the

mitted to defending Taiwan in the event of a Chinese invasigy
under the Taiwan Relations Act of 1979. However, if Taiwa
declares full independence from China, which China ,:l’
consider an act of war, the USA is not bound to come tg 113’
rescue, as the declaration would be considered provocative, i

The two governments vie for recognition for themselveg
and non-recognition of the other in every single country in the I
world, and in most cases Beijing wins. When you can offer a the Gulf they must pass Vietnam, which, as we have noted,
recently been making overtures to the Americans. They

tadian Ocean — which is the world’s waterway for the gas and
oil without which China would collapse.
To go westward towards the energy-producing states of

potential market of 1.4 billion people as opposed to 23 mil-
lion, most countries don’t need long to consider. Howeve
there are twenty-two countries (mostly developing states su

as Swaziland, Burkina Faso and the islands of Sao Tomé and

t go near the Philippines, a US ally, before trying to get
through the Strait of Malacca between Malaysia, Singapore
and Indonesia, all of which are diplomatically and militarily
linked to the USA. The Strait is approximately 500 miles long
and at its narrowest is less than two miles wide. It has always

A

Principe) which do opt for Taiwan, and which are usually
handsomely rewarded.

The Chinese are determined to have Taiwan but are
nowhere near being able to challenge for it militarily. Instead
they are using soft power by increasing trade and tourism
between the two states. China wants to woo Taiwan back into
its arms. During the 2014 student protests in Hong Kong, one
of the reasons the authorities did not quickly batter them off the
streets — as they would have done in, for example, Uriimqi - was
that the world’s cameras were there and would have captured
the violence. In China much of this footage would be blocked,
but in Taiwan people would see what the rest of the world saw:
and ask themselves how close a relationship they wanted with
such a power. Beijing hesitated; it is playing the long game.

The soft-power approach is to persuade the people
Taiwan they have nothing to fear in rejoining the ‘Motherl
The Air Defence Identification Zone, the surfacing near Us

n a choke point — and the Chinese remain vulnerable to
g choked. All of the states along the Strait and near its
approaches are anxious about Chinese dominance, and most
have territorial disputes with Beijing.

- China claims almost the entire South China Sea, and the
energy supplies believed to be beneath it, as its own. However,
Malaysia, Taiwan, Vietnam, the Philippines and Brunei also
have territorial claims against China and each other. For
xample, the Philippines and China argue bitterly over the
ischief Islands, a large reef in the Spratly Islands in the South

hina Sea, which one day could live up to their name. Every

me of the hundreds of disputed atolls, and sometimes just
ocks poking out of the water, could be turned into a diplo-
latic crisis, as surrounding each rock is a potential dispute
ibout fishing zones, exploration rights and sovereignty.
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To further its aims, China is using dredging and land reg _ment of intent, backed by aggressive naval patrols and

mations methods to begin turning a series of reefs and aojs 1 statements. Beijing intends to change its neighbours’
disputed territory into islands. For example, one in the § of thinking and to change America’s way of thinking
Islands (whose name, Fiery Cross Reef, aptly described it --T 2 hehaving — pushing and pushing an agenda until its com-
now an island complete with a port and a runway that coyld
host fighter jets, giving China far more control of the skieg

the region than it currently has. Another re€f has had artj :'L

ors back off. At stake here is the concept of international
« and free passage in peacetime; it is not something which
J easily be given up by the other powers.

units stationed on it. e geopolitical writer Robert Kaplan expounds the theory
Speaking in the summer of 2015, US Defense Secreta ' t the South China Sea is to the Chinese in the twenty-first
Ash Carter said, ‘“Turning an underwater rock into an ajr -ty what the Caribbean was to the USA at the beginning
field simply does not afford the rights of sovereignty or permjj twentieth century. The Americans, having consolidated
restrictions on international air or maritime transit. This wi -", Jand mass, had become a two-ocean power (Atlantic and
shortly after China announced it was switching its milj ;': . and then moved to control the seas around them, push-
posture in the region from defence to both offence and defen the Spanish out of Cuba.
The move underlines China’s intention to be the rule m " China also intends to become a two-ocean power (Pacific
in the region and for that it will both court and threaten d Indian). To achieve this China is investing in deep-water
neighbours. ‘ rts in Burma, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka - an
China must secure the routes through the South China Sea,

both for its goods to get to market, and for the items required to

westment which buys it good relations, the potential for its
navy to have friendly bases to visit or reside in, and
fade links back home.

‘The Indian Ocean and Bay of Bengal ports are part of

make those goods - oil, gas and precious metals among them -
to get into China. It cannot afford to be blockaded. Diplomacy
is one solution; the ever-growing navy is another; but the best n even bigger plan to secure China’s future. Its lease on the
guarantees are pi'pelines, roads and ports. ‘ w deep-water port at Gwadar, Pakistan, will be key (if the

Diplomatically, China will attempt to pull the South-East"
Asian nations away from the USA using both carrot and stick.
Too much stick, and the countries will tie themselves ever
closer into defence treaties with Washington; too much carrot,
and they may not bend to Beijing’s will. At the moment they
still look across the Pacific for protection. b

The maps of the region that the Chinese now print
almost the whole of the South China Sea as theirs. This iS4

akistan region of Baluchistan is stable enough) to creating
| alternative land route up to China. From Burma’s west
astline China has built natural gas and oil pipelines linking
ie Bay of Bengal up into south-west China — China’s way of
cing its nervous reliance on the Strait of Malacca, through
h almost 80 per cent of its energy supplies pass. This par-
lally explains why, when the Burmese Junta began to slowly
pen up to the outside world in 2010, it wasn’t just the Chinese
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L world. It is secure in its borders, straining against the
the First Island Chain, and now moving around the
confidence. If it can avoid a serious conflict with
the USA, then the only real danger to China is itself.
! = are 1.4 billion reasons why China may succeed, and

who beat a path to their door. The Americans and Jap
were quick to establish better relations, with hoth P
Obama and Prime Minister Abe of Japan going to pay ¢
respects in person. If they can influence Burma, they can

check China. So far, the Chinese are winning thig pa ]
"on reasonis why it may not surpass America as the
111

power in the world. A great depression like that of the
L could set it back decades. China has locked itself into the
economy. If we don’t buy, they don’t make. And if they
¢ make there will be mass unemployment. If there is mass
no.term unemployment, in an age when the Chinese are

game on the global chesshoard, but the Americans may be g
to outmuscle them as long as the Burmése government jg "
fident Washington will stand by it.

The Chinese are also building ports in Kenya, railw
lines in Angola, and a hydroelectric dam in Ethiopia, h“"-
are scouring the length and breadth of the whole of Africaf
minerals and precious metals. ~

Chinese companies and workers are spread out across t}
world; slowly China’s military will follow. With great "rto unseen.
comes great responsibility. China will not leave the sea 1
in its neighbourhood to be policed by the Americans,
will be events which require the Chinese to act out of re
A natural disaster or a terrorist/hostage incident involying
large numbers of Chinese workers would require China to taj
action, and that entails forward bases, or at least agreements
from other states that China could pass through their territory.
There are now tens of millions of Chinese around the wo d,
in some cases housed in huge complexes for workers in parts
of Africa,

China will struggle to become agile over the next decade
It could barely manoeuvre the People’s Army’s equipment to
help in the aftermath of the devastating 2008 earthquake in
Sichuan. It mobilised the army, but not their materiel; moving
abroad at speed would be an even greater challenge.

This will change. China is not weighed down or motivated
diplomatically or economically by human rights in its dealings




