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Department Spotlight: Art  
Skill Spotlight: Linking and Creating.  

We have completed three assignments now on “collections” at KS3 and this series of work is 
a wonderful example of strong connection finding skills as this piece links ideas from 
previous lessons and artists.  
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Department Spotlight: Business Studies 
Skill Spotlight: Linking, Meta-thinking and Analysing. 

Each week, students demonstrate their ability to showcase their intellectual confidence, 
connection finding and big picture thinking skills through their participation in The Biz 
Quiz. Students also use critical and logical thinking skills to analyse how events in the 
economy are impacting different businesses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Business Studies (continued) 

Skill Spotlight: Analysing and Creating. 

GCSE students have been creating their 
own businesses and developing the 
necessary documents, such as the deed 
of partnership, to support different 
types of ownership. They have been 
really creative when analysing who 
they should invite to be partners and 
why – this also meant using their 
strategy planning skills as well as 
precision and logical thinking.  

Students evaluated the type of thing it 
would be good to get down in writing 
in case it was needed in the future. 
Students had to use their big picture 
thinking and logical skills to consider 
what types of things could go wrong with different types of 
business ownership and evaluate how these issues could be 
resolved. 
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Department Spotlight: Computing 
Skill Spotlight: Creating, Realising, Linking, Analysing 

Augmented and Virtual Reality  
Students were tasked with creating their own “homemade zoo”. Using their linking skills, 
this AR task allowed students to explore and see new things, finding out more about animals 
from the comfort of their own home. Students were also able to explore other subject 
content, using their big picture thinking skills.  

Machine Learning  
The lesson focused on using critical and logical thinking skills to understand how our 
devices “learn”. We used a website called Quick Draw – a machine can understand what we 
are drawing based on the training data it is provided with. Using their speed and 
automaticity skills, the website tasked students to draw something in 20 seconds! The 
drawings were compared with other drawings and analysed in order to understand why a 
computer made other guesses.  

Facial Recognition  
Firstly, students have to understand how a machine represents images as binary in two tones 
(white and black) and how a machine recognises colour images using binary too. We used 
this information to focus on facial recognition and learn about how machines store an image 
of our face as a binary number to create basic facial recognition technology. As a class, we 
focused on analysing how a machine understands these concepts. Creativity skills were 
used as students were asked to develop their own facial recognition pattern at home. This 
task linked nicely to our students’ everyday lives and helping them understand how data 
and information about us is kept safe and secure. 

VR images 
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Computing (continued) 

Facial Recognition 
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Department Spotlight: English  
Skill Spotlight: Big Picture Thinking, Fluent Thinking, Critical and Logical Thinking and 
Empathy skills.  

The class were shown a picture of 'The Falling Man', taken by photographer Richard Drew, of 
a man falling from the North Tower of the World Trade Centre at 9:41 a.m. during the 
September 11 attacks in New York.  

Before this information was shared with them, the class had to use their big picture 
thinking and connection finding skills and answer the following questions: what is this 
picture? Where was it taken? Why could it be labelled as controversial? Students shared their 
responses via the online learning platform, Spiral. See some examples of insightful 
connection finding below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Leading on from this task, students were given the poem Out of the Blue by Simon Armitage. 
Fluent thinking as well as critical and logical thinking skills were displayed as the class 
responded and made inferences about what the title could suggest. 

“9/11, man jumped out of 
the building, it could be 
controversial as the person 
taking the picture is taking 
the picture of their last few 
seconds on earth.” 

“There's a picture of a man 
falling from 9/11. It could 
be labelled as controversial 
because of how the event 
impacted the world.”  

 

“The picture shows a man 
falling. It was taken during 
9/11. Many people fell, 
jumper or were forced out 
of the buildings due to 
smoke of fire.” 
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Once we had read the poem together, the class used precision skills to pick out key ideas 
and critical thinking skills to analyse the quotations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Department Spotlight: English 
Skill Spotlight: Critical and Logical Thinking, being Agile and seeking Alternative Perspectives.  

A group of selected students were put in a role which required them to form an alternative 
perspective, for instance: a historical figure, artist or activist. One group of students were 
asked to put themselves in the position of a businessman in 1945. Another group of students 
were asked to imagine they were a young, middle classes female (like Sheila Birling in our 
GCSE text An Inspector Calls). I asked them how they would respond to watching An 
Inspector Calls in 1945. How would they feel? What would they say about the play? We then 
linked this to Marxist and Feminist critical 
perspectives.  

Here are some responses from 11EH: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

“The phrase ‘The heat behind me is bulling, driving’ is 
personification and is used to show that the fire is in control and is 
pushing the man to his limits which forces him to jump.” 

 

“Personification 
has been used to 
show futility.” 

“The verb trying is used to describe his desperation. he repeats it to show reassurance to 
loved one that he will make it down safe even if he thinks he can’t hold on much longer.” 

"A feminist 
looking at this 
might consider 
the portrayal of 
women as weak." 
"It's demoralising 
for the female 
gender to be 
presented as so 
weak." 

 

"A capitalist might 
challenge Priestley. The 
economy needed to be built 
up again after WW2." 

 
"I like to think I connect to Sheila... although I'm middle-classed, I 
also like to think I can sympathise with Eva. Both characters are 
dominated by men in the play."  "I'm conflicted. I'd relate to both 
Eva and Sheila... Sheila represents how women need to evaluate 
their own behaviour." 

 

"Priestley is being idealistic when 
he attacks capitalism. Businessmen 
also have responsibility to keep 
people in work." 
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Department Spotlight: English 
Skill Spotlight: Linking and Strategy Planning  

The students were given a grid of recall questions with different levels of difficulty worth 
different amounts of points. They had 10 minutes to earn as many points as they could. They 
had to strategically plan their time with the aim to earn the most points.  

Whilst doing this, they had to confidently recall key information from past lessons, using 
automaticity and linking skills. 
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Department Spotlight: Humanities 
Skill Spotlight: Analysing and Collaborating.  

In breakout rooms, students had to analyse a historical visual source and interpret it to explain 
the message. They then were asked to compare it to a written source to identify similarities and 
differences. 
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Department Spotlight: Humanities 
Skill Spotlight: Linking skills (with a focus on Big Picture Thinking) and Analysing. 

In this lesson, students were asked to focus on the big picture when considering 
geographical Superpowers. The students were looking at whether the USA is still a 
Superpower or if it is losing its sway. Students were shown the cartoon below using their 
analytical skills to decipher its meaning. This is linked to previous learning on Superpower’s 
and how global influence is created and changes over time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Department Spotlight: Maths 
Skill Spotlight: Analysing and Creating 

Students initially responded to questions in an MS Form, collecting some whole-class data 
on a variety of random topics. They used this data in the next lesson and analysed it - some 
were tasked with using their intellectual confidence and critical and logical thinking skills 
and were not guided on how to approach the task. Students also had to interpret some of 
the data that had been presented without context - for example, what do they think this 
particular bar chart represents? Finally, the lesson was drawn back to the main topic of box-
and-whisker plots, where students had to represent a category of data using this particular 
diagram. They created these in a Geogebra Classroom, where we could monitor and then 
share their results for discussion with the group. A picture below shows great examples. 
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Department Spotlight: Modern Foreign Languages 
Skill Spotlight: Linking, Meta-thinking and Realising. 

Through a variety of different tasks students had to keep on retrieving the same language 
to build up speed and automaticity. They were then able to re-use the language more 
proficiently from memory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In written work in MFL, we usually go through students' work and highlight the errors and 
then give students time to correct their errors and reflect on their work. Year 11 had been 
using some of their complex structures with our topic in their classwork. We went through 
their class notebooks and highlighted their errors. This time however, instead of correcting 
the error, students had to use their intellectual confidence and meta-thinking skills to 
explain why the error had been highlighted, therefore showcasing their understanding and 
ability to apply the grammar rules rather than just a lucky guess correction.  
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Department Spotlight: Performing Arts  
Skill Spotlight: Flexible Thinking and Strategy Planning. 

In breakout rooms they had to 'stage' a radio version of their set text. They had to somehow 
communicate the lighting, set, costume and movement all through their use of voice and sound 
effects. Students had to come up with their own strategies to do this and quickly generate ideas 
and solutions.  

 

 

 

 

 

Department Spotlight: Physical Education 
Skill Spotlight: Creating, Linking and Meta-thinking.  

In a flipped learning lesson, students were asked to demonstrate their intellectual confidence 
by learning about goal setting and SMART targets. Using their creativity skills, they were then 
asked to create a presentation to confidently present to the class. 
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Department Spotlight: Physical Education 
Skill Spotlight: Linking and Realising.  

In A Level PE, students are completing Forms quizzes every lesson to focus on their 
retention of information and their ability to retrieve content with speed and accuracy. 


