
 

   

 

 

 

Oh my gosh – it’s the 

creative book of  

 CCS Puzzles! 
 

 

Created by The Puzzle Club 

(Year 5 to 6) 



2 

This book is brought to you by Alex, Ellis, Isti, Leo, Jessica and 

Sochima. 

 

Thank you to Amelia, Anja, Daniel, Elsie, Josiah, Katie, Kevin, 

Lyndon, Mason, Olivia and Reegan for your contributions. 

 

 
 

CCS Book of Puzzles 

First edition, 2025 

Caroline Chisholm School, Wootton, Northamptonshire 



3 

Contents
 

 

Introduction 4 

Part One – wordsearches 5 

Wordsearch Beginner 6 

Pro Wordsearcher 11 

I am a Wordsearching Legend! 18 

Wordsearch answers 

 

23 

Part Two – crosswords 26 

Crossword Beginner 27 

Crossword answers 34 

Part Three – creating puzzles 35 

How to create my own wordsearch 36 

Over to you 39 

 

 

 



4 

Introduction
 

Hello, it’s the Puzzle Club here. Now, this is a book which you can 

do on the loo, in a traffic jam, on holiday etc.  

 

This is a collection of puzzles made by the professionals of the CCS 

Puzzle Club.   

 

These will captivate your minds and bring emotions such as: 

sadness, being flabbergasted and wanting to find the person who 

made that puzzle.  

 

These puzzles are the best that you can find anywhere... EVER! 

 

Sincerely,  

Leo 

Head Secretary of the Puzzle Club 
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Wordsearch Beginner 

Welcome to our beginner word searches.  These are all rated one-

star or two-star, which means they are great for beginners… or for 

people who want a good warm-up before they take on the 

Professional level. 

 

These wordsearches have a small number of small words on a 

small grid.  All the words here go from left to right, from top to 

bottom or diagonally.  You are safe from evil trickery here! 
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Pro Wordsearcher 

You’re probably ready for something a little trickier now.  At Pro 

level, you will see more words with more letters on a bigger grid.  

Watch out for: 

• Backwards Shenanigans – where the word is written backwards 

from right to left 

• Upsy-Downsy-Doodahs – where the word is written upside down 

from bottom to top 

• Almost Words – where it looks like you found the word, only to 

discover it was spelt slightly differently at the end. 
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15 

Puzzle 16 
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I am a Wordsearching Legend 

Our Legend wordsearches have even more words with even more 

letters on even bigger grids… and now it is time to bring in our 

trickiest trick plays – mwah-ha-ha!!  Watch out for: 

 

• Decoys – where the word changes direction, such as starting 

sideways and finishing downwards 

• Combos – where the word is a mixture of upside-down, 

backwards or diagonal 

• Word shapes – where the words come together to form a shape, 

like a square or maybe even an object! 

 

Do you think you’re ready?! 
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Crosswords 

Welcome to our crosswords.  These are a little more challenging 

than wordsearches.  The greater the challenge, the greater your 

sense of achievement when you finish them! 

 

Instead of finding hidden words, this time you will use the clues to 

help you fill in the crossword. 

 

Are you ready?  Then let’s begin! 
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How to create my own wordsearch 

Have you ever tried to create your own wordsearch?  Well, 

it is really a lot easier than you might imagine.  Follow our 

four simple steps and you will be able to create a 

wordsearch on any topic you can think of. 

 

All you need to get started is a blank wordsearch grid. 

 

Step 1: Choose my theme 

Your theme is the topic or subject you would like your wordsearch to be all 

about.  What if you chose animals for your theme?  Let’s try that. 

 

 

 
 

Beginner tip: Choose a theme that you are interested in or that you think 

other people would enjoy doing a wordsearch about. 
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Step 2: Choose my words 

Think of the words that fit your theme and write them in a list.  Our theme 

for this one is animals, so what words could we think of? 

 

 
 

Beginner tip: Check your spellings before you start step 3.  Make sure the 

words you choose will fit on the wordsearch grid.  If your grid is eight 

squares wide, your words will need to have no more than eight letters each. 

 

Professional tip: Make your wordsearch a little harder by choosing plenty of 

words that are close to the maximum size.  This could make them harder for 

wordsearchers to find later. 
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Step 3: Place my words 

Now it is time to place your words on the wordsearch grid.  What if we 

started with a nice and easy layout with each word either written from left to 

right, top to bottom or diagonally? 

 

 

 
 

 

Beginner tip:  Make an easy wordsearch by writing your words from left to 

right, from top to bottom or diagonally (we call this ‘diagonal business’). 

 

Professional tip: For a harder wordsearch, try writing some words from right 

to left (we call this backwards shenanigans) or bottom to top (we call this 

upsy-downsy-doodahs). 

 

Legend tip: For an even harder wordsearch, you could even write words that 

change direction part way through (we call this an ‘ultimate decoy’).  Another 

idea is to place your words on the grid to form some sort of shape. 
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Step 4: Hide my words 

The final step is to make your words hard to find by making sure every 

square in the wordsearch grid has a letter in it. 

 

 
 

Beginner tip:  Use a good mixture of letters from the whole alphabet.  You 

could start by putting an ‘A’ in a square and then putting a ‘B’ in a different 

square somewhere else on the grid.  Work your way through the alphabet 

and your grid will be full in no time. 

 

Legend tip: Create some mischief by putting in some letters that very nearly 

match one of your words (we call this an ‘almost word’). 

 

Over to you 

Now it’s your turn.  Simply draw your own grids with a 

pencil and ruler, and away you go!  Maybe your wordsearch 

could make it into a second edition of Oh my gosh – it’s 

the creative book of CCS Puzzles!  Good luck! 
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